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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD i 
FROM: 


Chief# OfeehBlcal Accounting Staff# 
Office of the Controller 


SUBJECT; Observation of RAMAC at Naval Supply Center# Nor folk, Virginia 

1. On 19 November 1956, the writer visited the Naval Supply Renter to 
review an experimental installation of IBM’s Random Access Memory Accounting 
(RAMAC). A supply accounting experiment was being performed on the 

machine at the time. 

o. Supply Center personnel advised that the experiments 1 model 

RAMAC was under rental by the Navy at a cost of $3,200 per aonth and had 
beem available for approximately four months at the time of the visit. la 
anticipation of delivery of the machine the Naval Supply Center in November 
10*5*5 aen tame d sine planners and programmers to the task of developing pro- 
grams forthe machine* and programs bad been developed at the time of our 
Juit for several separate tnstallatioms* including four inventory operations 
and a payroll operation. 

3. The machine available at the Supply Center has a punch card input 
and typewriter, printer end punch card outputs. The storage disks have a 
capacity of five million characters of information whieh Is sufficient in an 
inventory-type installation to accommodate 50,000 line items with 100 characters 
each. In order to utilise the machine for more than erne program* such as for 
inventory and payroll, which would require clearance of stored data fro® the 
disks, approximately 25 hours of running time is needed to convert the data to 

machine for further processing. This compares with only 1/2 hour which would 
be required with tape attachments for Input and eutp«t| however, an estimated 
additional rental of $10*000 per month would be required for such attachments 
which la effect Involves a 605 - RAMAC combination. 

4, At the time of the visit an Initial inventory for some 12,000 line 
Items had been inserted in the storage disks and issue pactions were^ being 
processed. The machine had been programmed for processing inventory receipts 
but some additional machine devices were required before such transactions could 
he introduced into the operation. The activity represents only a small sample 
of the general stores at the Supply Center which involves some 450,000 separate 
line items and obviously could not be processed on the present machine with its 
limited capacity. The Supply Cemter would require additional RAMAC storage units 
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m y hacoae available and restrict tbs use of RAMAC to active stock items 
by som combination of the RAMAC with ether available machine Mtbods. 

desirable feature of the RAMAC Is the fact that 
p, °? B ® lled iat0 th ® aachlae la strictly raadou order thus 
lafer r Uon t0 bft **P* crreat at 111 tlMS. At 
»rSt^eSSil?*rfh fee through a typewriter keyboard aad typewriter 

£ta afl y adored Ite* aad lastaataaeouoly thefall 

18 ® B the *yP«witer attachaeat. This devlee 

if aceeaat^^^S U * efttl . lB operation where up-te*the-«laute status 

“ V *■ r * 4,l ” d ' *“ h “ l *"‘**r- ««««• M-Mrt.. 

tlw BAIttc'fcl 4rt * 1 * 15 *®™ , * b ® r 1956 to r lovers of 

the RAMAC by the Supply Ceater provides further information relative t« +h- 
preseat experimental Installation. u “ relative to the 


Alsojljromthe Agency oa the lsepectloa were Mesers. 



fro« Logistics, 
roa Persoaael. 




from 


25X1 A9a 


frea Machine Records Division, ai8£X1A9a 


S*. 1 ms Informed by Mr » of IPP that a letter of fvfcAHf k. a * _ 

to IBM for imatiti 7 T£Z , letwer or latent has been issued 

fLi^liL*?!! a R f“ C U h ®we"*** this does not represent a 

Jclra obligation of the Agency for roatal or purchase when the RAMAC 1* 

SJf would be approximately 12 to 18 months freTStTS t£ 2 H^SSer 

operations so a. to utilise this aachine sho^M be Jgg^ 


TAS/FWa/bw (10 Dec. 1956) 
Distribution: 
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1 - Deputy Coaptroller t/ 
1 - Chief, MRD 
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1 - TAB Reading 



25X1A9a 


.G H W E FIDBMIIAL 
< 2 * 

HH-JFS-f 


Approved For Release 2001/08/10 : Cl A-RDP78-05538A0002001 20007-0 



